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WUF7: self-recovery after urban disaster

self-recovery (noun):

The collective transformation of an informal or temporary resettlement 
camp into a permanent and improvable part of the city as a safe, 
sustainable, and resident-governed community.

When the average life span of a relief or refugee camp is 20 
years, it’s clear that long-term planning is not an option, but a re-
quirement, of post-disaster humanitarian work. Disasters perma-
nently alter the contexts in which they take place. Beyond dis-
rupting fragile networks of informal arrangements and informal 
built environments, disasters also accelerate urbanization, espe-
cially through the establishment of refugee, IDP, and relief 
camps. These "temporary" (re)settlements become new commu-
nities, often assembled at extreme speed from materials avail-
able through relief agencies.

ACHIEVING PERMANENCE THROUGH HOUSING VALUE CHAINS

BACKGROUND

GOAL
Reshape the agenda of relief delivery to one of unexpected 
urban renewal, and change the game from relief to        
redevelopment.

AHI is actively engaged in the larger dialogue on the issues of resettlement and reconstruction following disasters, and is participat-
ing in the implementation of several projects within this sector. We believe that every action from the very first minute after the di-
saster shapes this 'instant city' and these actions should be viewed against the endgame, which is that the relocation camp be-
comes either a 'good slum' (one that enables people to improve their homes and lives) or a 'bad slum' (where people cannot make 
economic or personal progress). A critical aspect of enabling self-recovery and improvement is to understand, and work with, the 
value chains that result in safe, sustainable, and affordable housing delivery.  By understanding these value chains, which function 
in both formal and informal sectors, agencies and actors can find ways to facilitate the processes of affordable housing delivery in 
their specific contexts.
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